
  

“Ship for World Youth Program”  FY2017 

Outline for Recruitment and Selection of Overseas Participating Youth  
  

  8 May, 2017      

Director General for the International Youth Exchange,  

Cabinet Office, Government of Japan  

   

1. Participating Countries and Number of Participating Youth  

Please refer to Attachment 3 of the Guideline for “Ship for World Youth Program” FY2017.  

  

2. Qualifications for Overseas Participating Youths  

A. Major qualifications for overseas participating youth (except the National Leader) are as follows:  

(1) Must be 18-30 years of age (as of April 1, 2017) (Born on or after April 2, 1986 up to and 

including April 1, 1999);  

(2) Must be able to participate in the entire duration of the program;  

(3) Must be in good physical and mental condition and can endure a long voyage;  

(Due to the limited medical treatments available at the ship clinic, these who have anamnesis are 

requested to submit their medical history after consulting with his/her physician. Also, the rules 

and regulations of the shipping company do not allow pregnant passenger/s to board the ship: 

therefore, those who are pregnant may not participate in this program.)  

(4) Must fully understand the meaning and the purpose of this program and are capable to act in 

harmony with the group in the course of the program;  

(5) Can contribute greatly to the various activities for promoting the sound development of youth and 

to play an active role in international exchange in the area of their communities, occupation, 

schools, youth organizations and the like;  

(6) Have a good command of English to be able to participate in activities such as university-level 

discussions;  

(7) Have interest in and certain understanding of Japan;  

(8) Must have no prior experience in international youth exchange programs sponsored by the 

Cabinet Office.  

B. In addition to items A-(2)-(7) mentioned above, the qualifications for National Leader are as follows:  

(1) Preferably in their thirties;  

(2) Persons who have the ability to carry out the duties of the National Leaders listed below;  

① Taking the leadership of his/her delegation and showing normative behavior  

②  Participating in various activities as leaders of mixed nationality groups, which are basic units 

for activities onshore and onboard  

③  Facilitating researches and discussions of the participating youth  

④ Taking a role as a member of the National Leaders meeting in discussing and deciding the 

fundamental matters concerning life and activities onshore and onboard   

(3) Preferably with experience of the “Ship for World Youth Program”, the “Global Leaders 

Development Program”, the Global Youth Leaders Development Program, “The Ship for World 

Youth Leaders” or The Next Generation Global Leaders Program “The Ship for World Youth 

Leaders” (hereinafter, “Ship for World Youth Program”) as a participating youth;  

(4) Preferably belonging to youth organizations as officers or in the governmental organizations 

related to youth affairs;  

(5) Must have the residence in their countries when he/she is appointed to National Leader and keep 

it until the program finishes.  

  



3. Recommendations and Final Selection of the Overseas Participating Youth  

A. The Director-General for the International Youth Exchange (hereinafter, “Director -General”) of the 

Cabinet Office will request the governments of each participating country to recommend the candidates 

for the overseas participating youth (hereinafter, “candidates”).  This request will be made through the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and the Japanese Embassies concerned, which have the jurisdiction 

over the participating countries mentioned in item 1.  

  

B. The government of each participating country is requested to nominate those candidates who meet the 

qualifications mentioned in item 2. Upon consultations with the Japanese Embassies they must submit 

their name list to the Japanese Embassies together with their respective Application Forms (One copy 

written in English with a photograph attached to the designated Application Form) and passort copy(It 

must valid up to and including Augast 31, 2018). The respective governments and the Japanese 

Embassies are also requested to consider the following conditions fully in selecting the candidates:  

(1) The number of male and female candidates should be roughly equal;  

(2) Candidates should be nominated from various fields such as universities, youth organizations, 

NGO/NPOs and companies in the country; for instance, avoid selecting only public officials or 

students;  

(3) The number of candidates should consist of the allocated number of the participating youth for 

each country shown in item1 and a few male and female substitutes.  

(4) It is recommended to conduct an interview in addition to paper screening when selecting and 

nominating candidates. Also, in a country that participated in the Ship for World Youth Leaders, 

it is recommended to consult the alumni association of “Ship for World Youth Program” and 

related programs (SWYAA) for their support and advice in selecting the candidates. (Refer to the 

attachment: List of SWYAA Representatives.)  

C. The Japanese Embassies are requested to nominate the prospective participating youth appropriate for 

the program among those proposed by the respective governments and submit one set of Application 

Forms and a passort copy: for the National Leader by Monday, August 28, 2017 and for the participating 

youth by Tuesday, September 19, 2017 to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan.  

When nominating the candidate, the Japanese Embassies are requested to note the following points:  

(1) A person who falls under Article 5 item (i) to (xiv) of the Immigration Control and Refugee 

Recognition Act shall be denied permission for landing Japan without authorized permission, 

which is to be applied separately. When nominating the candidate who falls under Article 5, 

please consult with the Cabinet Office of the government of Japan in advance.  

D. When requesting to advance substitute to be the candidate, the government of each participating country 

is requested to inform the Japanese Embassies of the reasons for it and to recommend the candidate.   

E. When the respective governments recommend the candidate, the Japanese Embassies are requested to 

inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs strictly by Tuesday, October 31, 2017 (This request will not be 

accepted after this date.)   

F. The Director-General will authorize the selection of the overseas participating youth upon receipt of the 

notification from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

G. The Director-General will inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the determination of the overseas 

participating youth.  

H. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will inform the government of each participating county of the 

determination of the overseas participating youth through the Japanese Embassies.  

  


